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MS ELIZA WOODS, NAIDOC ABORIGINAL OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR WATSON (Albany) [12.21 pm]:  I would like to speak today about one of my constituents, Eliza Woods.  
Last Friday I had the pleasure of attending the National Aboriginal and Islander Day Observance Committee 
Ball awards in Katanning and the winner of the Aboriginal of the Year award was Eliza Woods.  Eliza was born 
in Katanning and moved to Albany 10 years ago.  Her early education was limited as she attended 20 primary 
schools in six years and had to leave school at the age of 14.  After a break of 35 years, Eliza returned to formal 
schooling at Curtin University where she has obtained an associate degree in Aboriginal community 
management and development and she is presently studying for her bachelor degree in science. 

Eliza is a strong influence in her community and among her contributions she is a member of the family futures 
reference group, the stolen generation reference group, a committee member of Albany Aboriginal Corporation, 
and this week, she has been made a board representative of the Southern Aboriginal Corporation. 

Eliza is a key member of the Albany reconciliation group, which will hold its inaugural Albany reconciliation 
harmony ball in November, and is also a facilitator and founder of the Noongar Playgroup, Coolangarras Barmah 
preprimary school and co-facilitator of Yarning Hands, a craft group for Aboriginal women. 

As members can see, Eliza leads a full life, but she is a strong family person.  She has strong respect for her 
elders and feels strongly about maintaining and promoting the Nyoongar connection with the land, culture and 
language.  Eliza Woods is an inspiration, not only to her community, but to all Australians. 
 


